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Jan. H. Hubert's Slang from tiespel Messenger No. 11, 
Page 174. March 16/86. 

"The last I had written in reference to our 
meetings in the Valley ot Virginia, was from 
Mill Creek church. The last meeting, held in the 
Mill Creek district, wati at Sunny Side school 
house, about lour miiea went of Mill Creek church. 
At this school house, is the place where, two years 
ago, Stephen Bashor planted bis Progressive ar 
tilery and threw bis bomb-ahells of do-as you- 
please, dress-as- you- please,- and so called gospel- 
alone rule of governing his members. He also 
planted hia artillery two in ilea east of the. Mill 
Creek church, but, finding the. fort in pregnable, he 
gathered up what few utragglers be could find out 
Bide, with those who accepted his doctrine, and 
were baptized (among this number, no doubt, 
aotne good, honest souls,) and spliced them on to 
the Thurmanite element of the valley ; and with 
tbia mixture he formed an organization and then 
went his way. 1 do not deem it necessary to tell 
how they are getting along, but by your knowing 
the parts brought into the organization, you can 
make a good guess as to how they are getting along. 
Thia work ot Bashor's did not only have a tenden- 
cy to unite more firmly the Mill Creek church, but 
Rave some out aide a chance to draw the contraat 
between the ho- called Progressive doctrine and 
that of the church. Several of those have chosen 
the good part which shall never be taken from 
them." 

Hemakks : — As the above has been thrown 
broadcast to the world, we deem it our Christian 
duty to exjwse tlie wilful ignorant falsehood in the 
above composition. It is a painful duty for uie to 
correct the falsehood thut Hilbert has published to 
the world, as we all, as In- as I know, have been 
getting a King well with our Conservative brother, 
as well as all of our other neighbors, 

I attended every meeting at Sunny Side, ami I 
know, as well as all that attended the Sunny Side 
meetings know, (the Conservatives not excepted,) 
that Bashor never sent a "bomb-shell" of "do-aj.. 
you please," or even intimated any such thing 
while preaching there. Even the Conservatives 
that attended, could not help but admit that ho 
preached the gospel, even upon the dress ques- 
tiun % The article of "do- as you- please and dress- 
as-you- please," written by Hilbert and published to 
the world is a falaehood of the blackest dye. 
It can be proven to bo such by some of the most 
consistent members of the Conservative church. 
He says "Mill Creek fort w u -j impregnable. Bashor 
gathered a few stragglers out side the fort and 
spliced them on to the Thurmanite element," 
This out aide of Mill Creek fort, all know to be 
false, because all tbe work that was done was in- 
side the bounds of tbe Mill Creek congregation. 
There were over one hundred accessions in all, and 
more than thirty of this number lived within one 
and a half miles of Mill Creek church. This number 
of over thirty lives all around and some of them 
within one quarter of a mile of Mill Creek church. 
These thirty are the stragglers ne said were gath- 
ered up out side of the fort of Mill Creek church. 
Now it is not difficult to see how little regard he 
has lor Cod's holy commandment which says: 'Thou 
shalt not lie." It seems to us that he wishes to 
leave a false impression upon tbe minds of his 
readers by intimating that we are nothing but 
stragglers and Thunnanites spliced together. If 
thia is the impression he wishes to leave, it is abso- 
lutely false ; because about half the so- called Tfaur- 
manitesand, indeed, all the mmtfaitatic Thurmanites 
united with the Conservatives, and the rest united 
with the Progressive brethren in 1881. That put 
an end to what was called the Thurmanite church. 
And now if half the so called Thurmanites, unit- 
ing with the Progressive element upon the plat- 
lorm of the Progressives, (to obey the whole 
gospel and nothing else,) leave them still Thur- 
manites, would not the moat radical half uniting 
with the Conservatives still leave tkem Thurman- 
ites? It is a poor rule if it don't work both ways. 
The Conservatives have two Thurmanites preach- 
ing for them, according to the idea conveyed in 
flilberts article. Hilbert knows that he is falsely 
accusing us and doing every thing he can regard- 
less of principle or courtesy, to injure us wherever 


he can. Hilbert wants ycu to judge how we are 
getting along. If you would accept his slang, 
misrepresentations, and falsehoods as truth, and 
guess from them, you would think we weiv rapid I) 
coming to naught. But I am glad to inform our 
readers, that this is not the case. I am glad that 
this slandering, did not come from the Mill 
Cree..: congregation. I can expect better things 
from them. I don't think they would stoop so low 
as to write such an article. Our Conservative 
brethren here have been treatingus very kindly as far 
as I know, and we feel thankful for it. I try to 
treat them with Christian courtesy. I hold one of 
our Conservative brethren here responsible for 
this shameful article of Hilbert's. 

Isaac D. Ho wm an. 


Conversion. 

David says, the law of the Lord is perfect con- 
verting the soul. Jesus says, And yu shall know 
the truth and the truth shall make you free. John, 
8 : 32. An angel from on high said of Peter, "He 
shall tell the words whereby thou and thy house, 
shall be saved. Acts, 11 : 14. 

Header, if you do not believe these witnesses, 
you may be assured that unbelief is your difficulty. 

Perhaps you say you do believe that the spirit 
converts the soul with the law, that the spirit 
makes us free with the truth, and that the spirit 
saves us with the words spoken by Peter. Oh, 
yes ; but that is not what these witnesses say- 
You say the spirit does it, but tlu*y say the law, 
the truth, the words doit. It perceives you din- 
believe the testimony, and are merely quibbling to 
pacify your conscience. Beware of unbelief. God 
says, the law o( the Lord converts the soul ; men 
say, the, Holy Spirit does it. Cod says, the. truth 
shall make you Iree ; men say, the spirit makes 
you fiee by applying the truth. God says, the 
words shall save you and your house ; men say, 
the Holy Spirit shall say you with words. God 
says, the cng raited word is able to save your souls, 
James, 1 : 21 ; men say, the engrafted word is not 
able to cave your souls. God says, the gospel is 
the power of Cod unto salvation, Horn. 1 : 16; men 
*ay, the Holy Spirit, is the power of God unto sal- 
vation. Cod says, From a child thou hast known 
the Holy Scriptures which are able to make thee 
wice unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus, 2nd Tim. 3:15; men say From a eh ild 
thou hast known the Holy Scriptures which are 
aide to mike then wise unto salvation through the 
special operation of the Holy Spirit. 

If this is not honestly what men teach in opposi- 
tion to the word of God then words have no mean- 
ing. But says one I cannot see how the law can 
convert the soul — neither could Thomas Paine see 
how other statements in the Bible were true. 
There is a fatal error among men ; namely, that the 
power' of the gospel depends on its being applied 
by the Holy Spirit. These preachers can hardly 
preach or pray without using the phrase, apply the 
word or some similar expression ; but I insist that 
they are bound to find that expression or its equiv- 
alent in the book, or frankly acknowledge the idea 
is not this. So far from being true, the Bible al- 
ways makes the power of the gospel depend on 
(aitb. lis power does not depend on its being ap- 
plied but on its being believed — to suit this notion 
tbe text : they that gladly received His word were 
baptized, (should read) they that bad His word 
applied were baptized. The Text : when the apos- 
tles heard that Samaiia had received the word, 
(should read,) when the apostles beard that Sa- 
maria had the word applied. The text: Tbe word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed 
with faith in them that heard it, should read, the 
word preached did not profit them not being mix- 
ed with the Holy Ghost in them who heard it. 
The gospel is the power of God unto Balvation to 
every one that believeth, should read, the gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that has the gospel applied. 

The Bible says men are converted, sanctified 
and Saved through the truth, and cunning and art- 
ful men play upon this expression, with the truth 
they leach that the spirit uses the truth as the 
warrior uses his sword, or as the mechanic uses 
his tools, i. e. the warrior never kills his foe 
through his sword, but with his sword ; the me- 


chanic never hews timber through his ax nor saws 
a board through bin saw nor drives a nail through 
his hammer, he does all these things with his tool* 
and not through them. When anything ts done 
through a clerk the clerk alwuy* does, and any- 
thing done through an intelligence, intelligence 
always does, and any thing done through the truth, 
the truth itself does; hence, Jihun tt-es the ex- 
pressions as synonymous. He not only says, 
sanctify them through thy truth, but also says, 
the truth shall make you five. This expression 
through the truth, has no other meaning among 
men except in human or sectarian theology. 

The Bible asserts just as positively that the 
gospel is the power of God unto solvation as it 
does that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and the 
latter could be explained away just as easy as the 
former, if party pride furnished the same motive. 
Modern theology Is, at best, but a system of hu- 
man speculation, and the present process of conver- 
sion is based, not on tne Bible, but on the supposed 
philosophy of man's nature, and when in its details 
it clashes with the scriptures, these sctipturcB are 
doomed to perversion, they must yield to the in- 
genuity of skillful theologians; it never enters 
their heads that their premises or conclusions can 
bo wrong. Every text must be explained, no mat- 
ter at what cost, in harmony with their ii-sump 
lion concerning the nature of fallen men. 

J. MONTOOMEBT. 

Millord, Ind. 


In Everything. 

The apostle says, '-Be careful for nothing, but an 
evert/thiiif/, by prayer and supplication, with thanks- 
giving, let your requests be made known unto 
God." 

There is no restriction as to the subject of our 
prayer. Nothing that inteieals the obedient child 
can fail to interest the heavenly Father. On i joys 
are his, our sorrows are his, and our burdens are 
his. Whatever grieves or distresses us affects his 
heart, for he is "touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities." 

Whatever our trial , then, may be, we maj ! lay 
them before the Lord, Our business cares, our 
financial embarrassments, our domestic perplexities, 
our inward conflicts, our temptations, our faults, 
our failures, our lollies anil our sins ; what c y u we 
do but take them ail before the Lord in prayer. 

How often we are oppressed with worldly anx- 
ieties, and apprehensions regarding our temporal 
prosperity; how precious the privilege of casting 
all these at the Saviour's feet, and trusting him to 
bring us through our trials, perplexities, and em- 
barrass men is, and crown us with eternal joy in 
his kingdom. 

In ancient warfare much depended on muscular 
Strength, bodily agility, and physical force. Mod- 
ern appliances have changed this. The weakest 
hand may enlist the forces ot nature, and scatter 
death and devastation among the ranks of the 
mightiest foes. So in the warfare of faith, victor- 
ies are not won by strength of arm or speed of 
loot. "It is not by might, nor by power, b'ift by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." Prayer is a 
weapon fitted to the weakest hand. No matter 
what our state or condition may be, there is pro- 
vision in prayer for us. Here the weak may say, 
"I am strong," and the helpless may lay hold upon 
eternal power. 

Let us learn to pray more, to pray without ceas- 
ing, and in everything give thanks, lor this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning us. — Thb 
Christian. 


The path of life is beset with thorns, and they 
who are not afraid to encounter them may gather 

the rare flowers that grow between. 

Nobody knows what is to come, A great many 
hours come in between this and to-morrow ; and 
in one hour, yea, in one minute, down falls the* 
house. I have seen rain and sunshine at the same 
moment. A man may go to bed well at night, and 
not be able to stir next morning; and tell me who 
can boast of having driven a nail in I'outune's 
wheel. — Ceevantes. 

MaRBIED. 

WISSINGE8-XELLEY— At ttaetrewn borne, near Jobcrtown, 
Ph., April 13th, by H. Z. lUplogle, Mr. Daniel U Wiaalnger to 
it ins Hay Kellej, both of Cambria Co., Pa. 
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